
Ocean Falls plant for 
distribution to local resi-
dential customers. 
Rates are regulated by 
the BC Public Utilities 
Commission.  That 
wonôt change under Bo-
ralex.  
Recently, HEDC was 
contacted by Boralex to 
review opportunities for 
joint ventures that might 
generate employment 
and utilization of the sur-
plus power.  Several 
meetings have been 
held to blue-sky several 
potential projects rang-
ing from biomass en-
ergy production, land 
based aquaculture to 
large greenhouse op-
erations.  A meeting 
was recently held with 
Boralex, HEDC and 
Heiltsuk representatives 
in Vancouver.  Boralex 
representatives included 
Patrick Lemaire- Presi-
dent, Richard Lemaire- 
General Manager West-
ern, Hugues Girardin- 
GM Development and 
several others including 
Pierre Boulay-Manager 
Hydro development and 
new technologies.  

In the early 1980s, Ber-
nard Lemaire, one of the 
three brothers who cre-
ated Cascades Inc. a 
packaging, fine and tis-
sue paper company 
based in Kingsey Falls, 
Quebec in 1964, visited 
the shutdown Ocean 
Falls pulpmill.  He ended 
up purchasing one of the 
tissue making machines 
and moved it to his plant 
in Quebec where it con-
tinues to produce for the 
company.  Alain was im-
pressed with the Ocean 
Falls operation and noted 
the large power generat-
ing facility sitting idle and 
thought one day he 
would be back to the site.  
Recently that prediction 
became reality!  
Over the year Cascades 
created another company 
Boralex whose core busi-
ness is the development 
and operation of power 
stations that run on re-
newable energy. Cas-
cades owns about a third 
of the company. Boralex 
is distinguished by its 
diversified expertise in 
three power generation 
segments, wind, hydroe-
lectric and thermal. Cur-
rently the company has 

ownership in more than 
30 power stations, mostly 
in Quebec, NE US and 
France with plans to dou-
ble future power produc-
tion. It is one of the largest 
private power producers 
in Canada.   
In April 2009 Boralex pur-
chased the Ocean Falls 
tenures and power facility 

from Central Coast Power 
Corporation and will as-
sume full control at the 
end of 2010.  Currently 
the power plant supplies 
power to Ocean Falls, 
Shearwater and Bella 
Bella with up to 8 mega-
watts of surplus power 
available for other uses. 
This amount of power is 
sufficient for 800 homes. 
There is only one indus-
trial power customer, Ma-
rine Harvest, in Ocean 
Falls. BC Hydro pur-
chases power from the 
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ñWe had a good meeting and out-
lined our interest in working with 
HEDC on new projects that could 
utilize the current surplus power 
from Ocean Falls.  We hope HEDC 
can identify several options for 
such developmentò noted Mr. Bou-
lay.   
A special task force led by FP Inno-
vations at UBC is looking at the un-
derutilized coastal hemlock-balsam 
forestry resource from a biomass 
and energy perspective.  One 

unique product resulting from a 
process of ñtorrefactionò involving 
heating wood up to 300 degrees C 
results in something called 
ñbiocarbon and biocharò, a sort of 
wood based coal/charcoal that can 
be used for pellets and other en-
ergy products.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Heating wood to such high tem-
peratures without combustion 
would involve utilization of a lot of 
power which Boralex has.  Heating 
wood to even higher temperatures 

(350 to- 500 degrees C) would 
produce pyrolysis oil which could 
be used as a replacement for 
crude oil.   The Germans used a 
similar process during WWII to 
replace crude oil with wood based 
pyrolysis when oil supplies were 
cut-off by the Allies. 
In June this year construction 
started in Holland on one of the 
worldôs first modern commercial 
torrified wood pellet plants.  It will 
produce 60,000 tons of pellets to 
generate power by early 2011.  
Jim Richardson, HEDC CEO said 
ñOur recent meeting with Boralex 
executives was positive and the 
first of many steps in developing a 
solid business relationship with 
this family ïbased energy com-
pany. Itôs now up to us to present 
viable business options for their 
consideration.ò 

 So began a lengthy le-
gal and mediation proc-
ess that still remains un-
resolved after 22 years 
but provided a victory for 
Bill and the Heiltsuk in 
Canadaôs Supreme 
Court in 1996 called the 
Gladstone case.  This 
famous case has been 
cited in many subse-
quent court judgements.   
That judgement in Can-
adaôs highest court ruled 
the Bill Gladstone had 
an aboriginal commer-
cial fishing right that per-
mitted him to sell his roe 
on kelp without seeking 
a license from DFO. 
Further that DFO had 
infringed on his        

In April 1988 Bill Glad-
stone Sr. and his family 
were in their car just 
pulling up to the then 
Nelson Place Hotel (now 
the Comfort Inn) in 
downtown Vancouver.  
Several Canada Depart-
ment of Fisheries and 
Oceans enforcement 
staff drew their revolvers 
and stopped Bill and 
seized a bucket of roe 
on kelp product from 
Bella Bella in the back 
seat that he had been 
marketing at various 
sites in Vancouver.  
They charged him with 
selling a fisheries prod-
uct that he had no right 
to have.  

Boralex Looking for New Customers for Surplus Power  
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Heiltsuk Meet with Fisheries Minister in  
Ottawa - Dec. 2009  

 

Left to right:  Cameron Brown-HTC, David Balfour-ADM DFO, 

Randy Kamp-Tory MP Pitt Meadows, DFO Minister Gail Shea, 

William Gladstone-Sr. Chief Negotiator GRI, Reg Moody-

Executive Assistant GRI 

We hope HEDC can  
identify several  

development options to 
utilize the surplus hydro 
power from Ocean Falls  

Pierre Boulay, Manager Boralex 

Hydro  

Development 

Ocean Falls Water Powered Generators 
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